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Fish and Wi!diife Service 

[ 50 CFR Fati 173 

ENDANGERED RND THREkTENED 
WILDLIFE AND PLAN-3 

Proposed D5terminakn of Thre.?tened 
Status for Three C:ecies of F\,:J:iicr 
From Moiia Isisnd, t3.1?., Vii91 i ?rs- 
posal for Critics! Habitat 

ACiENCS: U.S. Fn:? and C’ildliie .Serr- 
ix. 
ACTION: Proposed rulcnmkin,?. 
SUiYYA?IRY: The Dirwtor, U.S. IQs21 nlid 
Wiid.li:e Service (hcreiilniter, tke U:rc;t- 
tar rind IW Surv~cz. rcspectivel:-j , how& 
irsl:es a proposed ru!emaking, pursxcnt 
t0 thC! FildXl,7CX!d SP2Ci*TS Act Of lY’i3 
(16 TJ.S.C.1531-1513, 87 Stat. 88:. i:pre- 
imiter the Act), which would c:eterm~n,c 
three species of reptiies, the Mcna biz 
~Epicratcs nzonensis). the hlon;: ~,i-0‘~z.i 
iguana tCI;durc stcjaepcri), c;;c! :ik 
Xonr. blind snxice (T~‘phIo;:s ??:‘J7icc:i:‘ 
to be threatened specs”.; amI chic;? KC-.;:d 
deterrxine critical habitat for tiwc .q:;- 
ties. These species occur on X0:x I:;!r I;ci. 
Conmom~calth of Puerto Rico. 

FEDERAL REGISTER, \‘OL. 42, NO. 102-TIIURSCAY. MAY 26, 1977 



PROPOSED RULES 

(3) D&XV or ?rcda!ion. Prcd-tion on 
the eges, rounf, nnrl aclul:,s oi hIon? ‘ 
rwtiles by introduced mammn!s, pri- 
rwrilg rq*s ‘+L.. eats , nr,d pigs. have c3:1- 
t;*ibutecl to the xarcity of many species 
of native Mona animals. including the 
t:iree species which are the subject of 
this propwed rulem2king. 

(4) The incld-puny of e.-cisting regula- 
fN3ry mrc:;.anism7. Tnerc are a few esist- 
li>p w,~Catorq nieas*2rcs to protect the 
!. I(::::; ~rounc! igunna. X0 iqm~as or 
ti:elr eg:=s m&y be kii:ed or wliccted 
Kitho a speciJ pzxi~ from the Puerto 
Kico CFpartmezt of Katura: Resources. 
and pi;bii: hunting is not n!!ov:ed during 
i xx.2 nesting se3son. mere are li0 

snecific re~Lx:sry measures regarding 
the ?rIonZ bo2 or i&w. blind sxake. 

(j! Oiner natvrcl or mfnwzde factors 
r$ecting ifs cmfinaed cxiisfeme. None. 

CRITICAL HABITAT 

Section 7 of the Act. entitled “Inter- 
agency Cooperation.” states: 

The Sex-etary shall :ericw other programs 
aiimtn:=t.?rcl by him and ntl:l?e such pro- 
~:‘anx in xl?therance of th? purpose; of this 
A:::. -4:: otilc: Federal departnwnts and agen- 
tic; ~1vJ1. tn ccnsxlrntwn tvtril and cith the 
its:i5ta:;ce of tile Cexe!xy-. utilize thel: au- 
thorlti‘-; i!l fur:‘- ernnw of the purposes cf 
thla Act by carrylni: out programs fcr the 
convrration of Endangered species and 
Threnrened ?pecies 1isreS pwsuant to Section 
4 o: th:s ACL and by [airing such azt!on nec- 
eis?ry to lnsxre that actions axthorizwi, 
fl.w.ied, or carried o’lt by tixm do not jeop- 
ardize the cor+mued existence of such en- 
dancered species and threatened apw:rr; or 
reiuit in the deatnlst!on or n:odi!icx?+lc.n o! 
hab:tnt of such qec:es c-hich is dererxined 
by the Yxrre:sry. a:rer consultation as ap- 
proprtare R-fib the atfected States, to be 
crlticnl. 

An iilterpretati2n of the term Critical 
Hnb:t;t was published by the Fisk and 
WilcGitc ScrWe a::d the ??aticnal Marine 
Fi,i:e:.es Sex+ ‘c !:: tile %rw.;.r. REGISTER 
cl April 22. 1975 (40 FR lXti&17765,. 

The areas dclkeaLed below cexclusirc 
of those esLst&r manmade structwes o?’ 
sett;rmwts xvhich are not wxessarv to 
the survival or recovery of the sp&ics~ 
m;y not nwossa?ily include the entire 
Cri:i.xl LIabiint of the three species of 
xpti!es in this propoxd rulemaking. ar:d 
I:l0di?ia:tl0:‘& 10 Critical Habitat dcscrip- 
tit*us may bf: ‘jropo.sed in the future. In 
acroid,ince witi: Section 7 of the Act. all 
F; Lc:u! depz:tn:ents &Ild agencies 
v(,G~:! bc rcsuired to Ltisure that actior-.s 
at:tiicrI.<cd. funded. o!’ cnr+yi out by 
(l!eJ:l d-J net rciult in t!?e Cie.5t:IlCtiOil 07 
i::oQ::l:xti(~n f:f the Critical IIa?,itat of 
lkcsr- s:x~!i’s found n,ithm the areas de- 
l:nez:red below. 

Cli!‘I ti;e protxrilyatioti of Section 7 
W~LI;.I !ion: a;1 Federal departments and 
:..\ci!c‘k‘:: silouid. in accordance v;ith Sec- 
:ia 7 of thr Act, couul~ with the Sec- 

I. Ilunn IsLand. Co::uxonwenltl~ of Pue’ 
Rico. Extire I.sland. 

EFFECT OF THE RVLEMAKING 

The effects of t!;ese dcterminatic 
and this rulema;rmg icclude. but are I 
necessariiy limited to, those discus: 
belox. 

Endangered S;>ecies regulations 
ready p;bl:shed in Ti:le 50 cf t!:e CC 
of Federal Re~~~l:~tions set forth a se1 
of general prohibit.ions and exceptic 
which apply to all Endncgered Spcci 
All of ii;ose prohibitio:is a!?d exceptic 
also apply to an:: Threatened Species c 
less a Special i:ltie pertaining to tl 
Threatwed Species h2s been publish 
and i:;dica;es otherwise. The reg:!alic 
referred to above. which pertain to E 
dangered and Threatened Species. : 
found at $2 17.21 and 17.31 of Title 
and. for the convenience of the read 
are reprinted below: 

(a\ Except as provided In Subpart A 
this pax. o: nnder pernlits Issued pursu: 
to 5 17.22 or $ 17.23. it is un!awful for P 
percon subyct to the !urisdicrion of : 
Un!red Stares to commit. to rttempt 
cotmnft. to sol:cir ru!orher to cotnmlt. or 
cau;e to he comm:c!ed. any of the acts : 
scribed in parayrapils (b) through (f) 
this wxlon in regard to any endange 
wildlife. 

(bj I?:lpwt or export. It is unlawful 
import or to export any cndanzered wild1 
Anv zhi?ment In :txr.=it throri?h the Unl 
s&-es 1, a:1 !::-.purt::ric:~ a:.d an exportstl 
whrti;er or r.0~ it has er::ered the country 
cus~on~ i purposes. 

IC) T‘rh-e. (1, It IS unlawful to take 1 
d::nzcred wild:lfe aittln the United Sta- 
wlthix the terrltortai sea of ti‘,e United Sta 
or cpo:: the !up.h seas The hl@ seas shrill 
all ~-.crs seannrd of the terrl~mrial sea 
the CIAtted Stares. except wateflj offici. 
recoz:tred bv the Cnited States as the t 
rjro;iir: seti 0; another country, under lni 
n.ltlo::sl iaw. 

(2) Sotu!ti;stendlng paragrflph (C) 
of th:.c sect!on. any person may take 
d:i:,;pre< wt:dhfe in drfen>e of his own 
or the Ilves of others. 
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(2) An mlvertlsement for the sale Of endsn- 
crrnd u*:I-‘,!lfr ;::>!-:. c>..-J ., . . .i ..,. .., , t\,. 

. ,  
i’ ->“I- t:!‘.‘, ,,3 , .  .’ 

til .L :’ ‘;:i::: i... J,c::i r.i, .-..:. : ;:’ I:;; I::.. L-:‘:j. 
Fl=h ar.d W!ld:lI~ Service ~::a:: nn: br con- 
s!drred Rn oUer for sale ul’,hln the menmng 
Of th!s subsection. 

The Direct.or int.e:lds that :he :T:e; fi- 
nnll;- adopted Tyil! be as accii:‘;t+e arid 
effective il: tL3 conservation of e.n:; En- 
dangered or Txentened :;y-tics as 
no4blc. Therefore. a!;;’ I co;:zne::!s or 
si:sgestions fro21 the pub:ic. c.t::r: con- 
cerned govcr~xnental agcnri:;. t::c scicn- 
tific coamunity. mdustry, nri*La:c Liter- 
e.st or any other inkrtsted ~;irty -con- 
cerning any aspect of the& proposed 

, -____- .___-- -- 
. l .  l .  . . 

RETTJLES: . . . . . . . . 
nou. Jlon2 . . .._ -.. 1:;wom’ ir;A Fit 

v~onrnsis. * 
3Ionn Island _____ IWire. ___ T 

. . . l * .  .  

FEDERAL REGISTER, VOL. 42, NO. IO?--YURSW!‘, MAY 76, 1977 



PCOFOSED RULES 

It is further proposed to amend 50 
CFR Part 17: 

2. By adding new p3ra:raph (c) (5). 
ffij, and (7, to propo:,ed % 17.35 to re3.d 
? fo!Is::.,< : 
; ! :‘.‘,.i !‘i!:;?:t :,.il‘;:.,i--li. L’ .I,!<i Qii.! . . 

life. 
l 

cc)’ Reptiles. .*’ l 1 
l I  

(5) hiona boa. 
ii)) The following arer (exclusive of 

those existing manmade. structures or 

r 

.set;lemen+s which are not nrces~ary to 
the survival or recovery of‘ the species) 
is Critical Habitat for tile three species 
of Xona reptiles: 

.;.::.: _.. 2. r.:,:::c L.,,:!,i: 4111 i’lli’- 
su?nt to Section 7 of tl:e Act, all Fed- 
eral agencies mu..t take such actfon as 
is ixcessary to insure that actions au- 
thorized, funded, or carried out by them 
do not result in the destruction or modi- 
fication of the Critical Habitat area. 

CRITICAL HASITAT FOP. THKEE REPTILES 
FHOM ~Mond ISLAND, PUERTO RICO 

(6 I XPona ground iguana. 
ti I The following area cesclusive of 

those existing manmade structures or 
s2ttien:ents which are not necessary to 
tile survival or recovery of the species) 
is Critical h’abitat for the three species 
of LIona reptiles: 

(A) Mona Island, Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico, Entire Island. 

(ii) Pursuant to Section 7 of the Ad. 
all Federal agencies must take such 
action as is necessary to insure that 
ncsions authorized, funded, or carried 
out by them do not result in the destruc- 
tion or modification of the Critical 
Habitat area. 

CRITIGAL HABITAT FOR ?I~-EF RE;T~LE~ (A) ltlona Island, Commonwealth of 
FROX hIOXA ISLAKD, E'J.ERTO RICO Puerto Rico, Entire Island. 

( 7 ) hlona blind snake. (ii) Pursuant to Section 7 of the Act. 
(i) The following xc-:’ ~e:xSu.s:ve of all Federal agencies must take such 

those existing manmadi~ :;C,r’i:ctures or action as is necessary to insure that 
set:Iemen+& which are IiCii. lwxsscry to actions authcrizcd, funded, or carried 
the survival or recovery 31 me species) out by them do not result in the destruc- 
is Criticn! Habitat for t’.ic -,!iree species tion or modification of the Critical 
of Mona reptiles: Habitat area. 
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CRITICAL HABITAT FOR THREE REPTILES 
~IOM MONA ISLAND, PUERTO RICO 

‘[FRDoc.%14847 Filed 5-25-7:;8:45 ami 
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ENDANGERED AND fi+lXATEtlED 
WILDLIFE AND PLANTS 

Proposed Endangered Statvs and Critical 
Habitat !Oi the t:ew Mexican Ridge- 
Nosed Rattlesnake 

AOEZNCY: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv- 
ice. 
ACTION: Proposed rulemaking. 
SUMMARY: The Director. U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (hereinafter. the Direc- 
tOr and the Service, rerpcctively) , hereby 
issues a proposed rulema!ring. pursuant to 
the Endangered Species Act cf 1973 (16 
U.S.C. X31-1543. 87, Stat. 684: herein- 
after the Act), uh!ch wou!d determine 
the New Mexican ridge-r.o<eci rattle- 
snake (Crornlus willardi ob.rcut?tsl to be 
ZUI endangered s?ecm and which would 
determine Critical Habitat -for this 
species. This species occurs in New Mex- 
ico and Chihuahua. Mexico. 
DATES: All relevant comments and ma- 
terials with regards to this proposed rule- 
makIng received no later than h:lzust 24, 
1977, will be considered bv the Dzector. 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
ADDRESSES: Comments ar.d materials 
concerning this proposed rulenlaitme 
preferably in tripiiczte. should te sent 
to the Director (F\%~‘OESI. U.S. Fi.;h 
and Wildlife Service. U.S. Departnlcnt of 
the Interior, WoqhinFron. DC. ?CSO. 
Comments ard mat trials recezvecl ~11 
be available for pub!ic Inspection dur- 
lnng normal busines hours at the Six-v- 
1Ce’S Office of Endangered Si‘ccies. Suite 
1100. 1612 K Street NW., Washington, 
D.C. 20240. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION COX- 
TACT: 

Mr. Keith M. Schreiner. Associate M- 
rector, Federal Assistance. Fi$h and 
Wildlife Service, U.S. Department of 
the Interior. Washington. D.C. 20240 
(202-343-4646, - 

SUPPLEXENTARY INF’ORMATION : 
BAI~cGRO~~JD 

Section 4ta) of the Act states: 
General.-(l) The Secretary shall by rep- 

ulation determfne whether any species Is an 
endangered species or a threatened species 
because of any of the followhq factors: 

(1) The present or threatened destruction, 
modlflcation or curtallment of Its habitat 
or range; 

(2) O~erutilIzation for commerc!al. sport- 
Lng. sclentlfic. or educat!onnl purposes; 

(3) Dlsrase or predation; 
(4) Tfle inadequacy of exlstlng regulatcry 

mechanisms: or 
(5) Other natural or manmade facton 

affecting its continued existence. 
This authority has been delegated to 

the Director. 
.%MZdARY OF FACTOXS liFFECI’ING 

THE SPECIES 

The flndings are summarized herein 
under each of the five criteria of Section 
4(a) of the Act. These factors, and their 
application to the New Mexican ridge- 
nosed rattlescake are as follows: 

1.’ The present or threatened destruc- 
tion, modification, or curtailment of fts 
habitat or rcnqe. The range of rile Pr’ew 
XIexican ridge-posed rattlesnake is pri- 
marily resrric:ed to two canyons in the 
Animas Mountains of h’cw Mexico and 
may involve habitat of approximately one 
square mile or less. A small popu!ation 
nlso exists in the Sierra de San Luis. 
Chihunhur, Xe.xico. The P!%yns Valley is 
expzriencmc dcvclopme;lt m the form of 
a cojper ore reduction plant and asso- 
ciated “company to%n.” Evidence indi- 
cztcs that the plant itself ~111 not ad- 
versely affect the rattlesnake: honever, 
the increased usn&% of the Aninas Xoun- 
tains for recreational purposes could 
severely reduce avaiicble habitat and 
thus be detrimental to the popu!atlons 
of the New Mexican ridge-nosed rattle- 
snake. 

2. Overutilization jot commercial, 
F;)ortinT. scientific. or cducaflonol gur- 
poses. This is probably the chief danner 
to the h’e&’ 1Ieslca.n ridge-nosed ratr:? 
snake. Althouoh relntivc!y abundant 
when flrsc dlscovercd m 19til. the ottrzc- 
tivcness of this species, coupled alth its 
limited geoqrnphic range. has made it a 
very dcsirilblc animal for scifn;ii%! and 
commercial purp&es. Dealers in live her- 
pctoloeical specimens have priced this 
species as high as gl’i5 or more for an 18- 

. 

inch specimen. Th ! v?lue of this nzimal 
has led to extreme habitit destruction i:l 
the process of colIe:ti.:g. even to the po:nt 
of usmg dynamite :c bl:;st boulders out of 
the Kay. Evidence Ind:cnt?s tha?t the I+ZK 
Xexican ridge-noisd rattlcsna!-ze is noit 
rare and will cor,t;nue to decline unless 
measures are e:lac:ed to restrict col- 
lecting. 

3. Disease or I’t?dction. This is prob- 
ably not a signif. -2.r.t factor contribucinz 
to the cllrrent plight of tine species. 

4. The fnadeqr ccy of existzng regu!c- 
tory mechanism.;. This spec~rs is cur- 
rently listed an Endar,:ered and pro- 
tected bv State 117~ in Xew :.Iexico. m 
U.S. Fisii and Wildlife Service has a!so 
entered into agreement with the Pr&!rt- 
Wray Cattle Comgscy, osl:erj of t?e 
canyons where the Kew hTex?can ridge- 
nosed rattlesnake lives. to close accezj co 
collectors. However. this has only bcen 
a partial deterrent to tfiose a-‘no want a 
member of this species for their collec- 
tion. 

5. Other natural or manmcde fnctors 
afiecting its continued existence. Ksne. 

CRITICAL HAXTAT 

Section 7 of the Act. entitled “Inter- 
agency Cooperation,‘* states: 

The Secretary shall review other proqams 
admklstered by him and utlllze scch pro- 
gra@s In furtherance of the ~‘~poses of this 
Act. All other Federal d?partmen:s and 
agencies shall, in consultat:on with and M:h 
the Rsslstance of the Secre:ary. ut!lirz the!r 
auttorit:es ln furtherance of we pur:sses of 
this Act by carrying out p;oxxnns :or the 
conservation of endnngcred ioecles &xl 
threatened saecles listed pursuant to sectlcn 
4 of this Act acd by taking such action zces- 
s.rj to Insure that actlons authorized. 
funded. or carried out by ‘them de ;.u’. 
jeopardtze the continued ex1s:cnre of vch 
endar,Sered species atid thK??tenPd s~r,?:cs cc 
result in the dcstructlon or moci.::at:o;~ oi 
habitst of such species xvhlch is c!~!nrs.:zed 
by the Secretzrg, sfter consS~Lthtion as a?- 
proprlate with the affected States. to be 
critical. 

An interpretation of the term Critical 
Habitat v:as pub!ished by the E’ih and 
W!i~~life Selvlce and the h’:~tioc.zl Ilorme 
Fisheries Sc-rvice In tile F%rTYiL RXISTFR 
of hpril 33, 1973 (40 FX 1;;64-17?<5). X:1 
nddl::on. proposed provisio!:s for Inrer- 
agency Cooperation v;ere p&il.:hcci on 
JanuXy Ifi. 1977. in the F~DEWL XE~TIST~R 

(43 I--R 48’3S-4875) to sssist Fed?ml fl:~n- 
ties in romplSinn wirh Swtinn 7 c: the 
Endangered bpecles Act of 1973. 

Z:e arcas delineated below do not 
necessnrlly include tne entlrc Criticni 
9aultat of the New BIevic.?n rid-e-r.cx;,d 
r2tilcsmke. and modficatlons to Critical 
Habi:at cificriptions may be pmro-~! In 
the future. In accordacce with Section 7 
of the Act. all Federal droartme:lts And 
agencies jvould be rcquirod to Insure *&at 
actions authorized. funded. or carried out 

FEDERAL R~GlStER, VOL. 42, NO. 102-THURSDAY, MAY 26, 1977 


	77-14847

